


Barbara saw the Nevada Historical 
Society needed a volunteer organization 
to help with programming, tours, and so 
much more





Barbara even gave her 
home number to 
prospective docents





Docent training required docents to write at 4-5 page
research paper about Nevada  history and present
their research at their docent graduation ceremony

The Docent Council Graduating Class 1985





Docents organize internal training with NHS staff, including 
Librarian Lee Mortensen and History Curator Phil Earl

Docents learned the details about current exhibits





Docent training from experts 1984 and 1985 include:
Prof. Joe Tingley: Nevada Mining History (NHS Docent 2022)
Linda Howard: Nevada Tribal History and Government
Dr. Anne Howard: The New Woman in Nevada 1890-1920
Prof. James Hulse: Nevada History



1982 and 1983 docent Council on steps of 
Getchell Library, University of Nevada Reno

1984 Nancy Pepin of Sierra 
Nevada Museum of Art

1986 trip to Ft. Churchill

1986 Sacramento Historical Center



Outreach to teachers through letters, pamphlets, and 
newspaper articles

Over 17,000 children
had docent lead tours from 1982-1988 



Mildred Reinhardt, school tour 1985



“The opportunities for rewarding service are limited only by the needs of the Society 
and the imagination of the individual.”  September 1982 Trestle

Dorothy Breeze, school tour 1984



Staffing NHS’s downtown gallery in Reno Tahoe Visitor’s Center 

1984 June- August there were over 700 visitors
Impressive as the gallery was closed on Saturdays and Sundays

NHS Docents to the tourism commission-
“Don’t overlook what you already have in place and 
functioning.  We’re ready when you are.”
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Names in alphabetical order



Marjorie Fordham,    Jean Gregory,     Dorothy Breeze

Marjorie Fordham, Fordham Award creator Docent Graduation Tea

Ann Kerns,   Doris Folsom,   Linda Saltern,   Margaret Schade, 
Marilyn Douglas,   Maynard Myers,   Polly Thimgan,                
Julie Kleppe,   Jean Gregory,   Marge Means
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Names left to right
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Names left to right

Not pictured Ruth Brown



Edward Kurtz, 
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Names left to right

Not pictured Ruth Canak



Coming soon: NHS Docent Council 1989-2002


