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Brief overview of Collection
MSNC 896 Virginia Cain

The Virginia Cain collection includes correspondence, personal papers, newspaper clippings, photographs, and other
documents related to her many years of public service. The majority of the collection relates to her work with the
Democratic Party, both on a State and National level.

Virginia Cain was a delegate to several National Democratic Party conventions and her collection includes agendas,
speeches, policy papers, news releases, campaign strategies, correspondence from Democratic leaders and the White
House.

In addition Virginia Cain was an activist for other social issues impacting the population of Nevada including senior
issues, women's issues, youth and education. Her papers include Documentation of policy development, legislative
initiatives and correspondence related to these issues.

Virginia Cain was also a candidate for the State Legislature in 1970 and her collection contains records of this
unsuccessful campaign.

Her personal papers contain a history of a lawsuit that she filed against the Washoe County School district when she
was not hired as a teacher.

Brief Biographical Sketch

Virginia Cain was born in Brooklyn, New York. Before moving to Nevada, she lived in New Jersey, Connecticut,
New Mexico, Santiago, Chile, and Delaware. She moved to Nevada in 1964.

She received her B.A. degree in education from the New York University, and her Master’s in Education from the
University of Delaware.

She married Edmund Joseph Cain, who was a native of California. He served in World War II as a Captain in the
U.S. Army. She and her husband moved to Nevada where Ed Cain served as Dean of the College of Education at
the University of Nevada, Reno.

Virginia Cain's career spanned many years of public service in Nevada. She was active in the Democratic Party, at the
State and National level. She served as a delegate to several National Democratic Party conventions. She served on
the Democratic National Committee in the 1980's and 1990's.

She worked on the campaigns of most major democratic candidates including President Clinton, Ted Kennedy,
Jimmy Carter, John FE Kennedy, Adlai Stevenson, Harry Reid, and Richard Bryan.

On the state level, Virginia Cain was an activist for many social causes, including aging and senior issues, youth
issues, education, and health. She served on many Governors' Advisory Boards including the Commission on Status
of Women, Children and Youth, and the Silver Haired Legislative Forum.

Virginia Cain was also an author and her writings include the poem "I Am Your Child," published in 1980 as well as
"The Chosen One" published in Perspectives on a Grafted Tree in 1982.

She has worked as a teacher in elementary and secondary schools, and at the college levels. She worked as a
personnel counselor in the U.S. Government Research Development Laboratories. She also worked for the National
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges in various capacities. Virginia Cain is the parent of three children, and
several grandchildren.

e Original processing and initial finding aid completed by Nancy Oakley, NHS Docent, 2006
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Series I. National Democratic Party Materials

Box Folder Journal Description Dates
1 1 Democratic National Committee 1998
2 Democratic National Committee 1999
3 Democratic National Committee 2000
4 Democratic National Committee
5 Democratic National Committee
6 Democratic National Committee
7 Democratic National Convention 1980
8 Democratic National Convention 1980
9 Democratic National Convention 1980
10 Democratic National Convention 1992
11 Democratic National Convention 1992
12 Democratic National Convention 1996
13 Democratic National Convention 1996
14 Democratic National Convention 2000
2 15 Campaign Material, Harry Reid
16 Campaign Material, George McGovern 1972
17 Campaign Material, Jimmy Carter 1976
18 Campaign Material, Edward Kennedy 1980
19 Campaign Material, President Clinton
20 Campaign Material, President Clinton
21 Campaign Material, President Clinton 1992
22 National Democratic Women's Network
23 Democratic Party National Women's Caucus
24 Democratic Party Senior Citizen Issues
25 Democratic Party National Committee, Speaker's Bureau
26 Democratic Party, Information from other States
27 Democratic Party, Information from other States
28 News Releases, White House 1998
29 News Releases, White House 1999
30 Documents, misc., National Democratic Party
31 Association of State Democratic Chairs
32 Association of State Democratic Chairs
33 Association of State Democratic Chairs
34 Association of State Democratic Chairs
Series II. Nevada State Democratic Party Materials
2 35 Young Democrats of Nevada
36 Democratic Party of Washoe County
37 Democratic Party of Washoe County
38 Cookbook, Washoe County Democratic Women’s Club
39 Democratic Party of Nevada 1990-1992
40 Democratic Party of Nevada
41 Democratic Party of Nevada
42 Democratic Party of Nevada
Series III. Political Organizations Miscellaneous Materials
3 43 American Associations of University Women
44 Leagues of Women Voters
45 State of Nevada Employees Association
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Series IV. Social Issues

Box Folder Journal Description Dates
3 46 Women's Suffrage
47 Foster Care/Adoption Youth Issues
48 Insurance Plans for State of Nevada Employees
49 Report, Child Support Judicial Education 1984
Series V. Senior and Aging Materials
3 50 Pamphlet, AARP Media Strategies
51 Report, Nevada Commission on Aging
52 Pamphlets, Senior and Aging Informational
53 Pamphlets, Senior and Aging Informational
54 Pamphlets, Senior and Aging Informational
55 Report, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative 1999
56 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
57 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
4 58 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
59 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
60 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
61 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
62 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
63 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
64 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
65 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
66 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
67 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
68 Publication, Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum
69 Publication, National Council of Senior Citizens
70 Publication, National Democratic Seniors Council
Series VI. Personal Documents
4 71 Correspondence
72 Correspondence
73 Presentations
74 Newspaper Clippings, misc. items
75 Commendations and awards
76 Calendars
77 Photos, Personal
78 Resumes
79 Correspondence, Nevada Political Leaders
80 Lawsuit, V. Cain vs. Washoe County School District
81 Lawsuit, V. Cain vs. Washoe County School District
5 82 Lawsuit, V. Cain vs. Washoe County School District
83 Lawsuit, V. Cain vs. Washoe County School District
84 Paperwork, Candidacy for State Legislature 1970
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Series VI. Miscellaneous Items — Videos, Directories, Publications and Magazines

Box Folder Journal Description Dates
5 85 Magazines, general political issues
86 Directory, Political Resource Directory 1995
87 Directory, Political Resource Directory 1996
88 Directory, Political Directory for National and State
89 Publication, Nevada State Election Laws 1993, 1995
90 Publication, General Political Issues
91 Publication, Parliamentary Procedures
92 Videos, campaign and political issues
6 93 Card, Christmas card from President Jimmy Carter
94 Manual, Association of State Chairs Manual
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